
We just got an iPad  

Now What?

Disclaimer

Any information and/or opinions shared today 
are from a “parents” point of view.

Any material provided here is for informational 
purposes only.  

We are not affiliated with any of these 
companies, except for CHAT Bag LLC.  

Format for Today’s Presentation

Basic Information about our journey

What to look for when researching apps

To show the benefits of using Social Media 
(Facebook Page/Group, Pinterest) as helpful 
resources, as well as Websites

Information & Video of Hannah using her top 3 
Apps

Question/Answer Session

A little about our family

David and Lori live in St. 
Peters with their 2 children:

David is 14 years old, a 
Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do, 
loves to fence, and is an 
Eagle Scout.

Hannah is 10 years old and 
loves to do cheerleading, 
swim, and roller skate in 
her free time.



More about Hannah

In 2003 Hannah was 
born with Down 
Syndrome.

Age 4 received the 
diagnosis of Autism.

At age 7 received the 
diagnosis of Apraxia.

Early Communication Tools

Birth to 3:  Basic Sign Language was used with 
Hannah.

Age 4-6:  Sign Language transitioned to some 
use of the Go Talk 9 and then to PECS (Picture 
Exchange Communication System).

Age 7-10:  Introduction and successful use of the 
Apple iPad.

Why switch if  these worked?

Sign Language was not understood by everyone 
for functional communication as her vocabulary 
grew.

PECS eventually was not motivating enough.  
Hannah seemed to grow bored with it.

As the photos grew with PECS it was hard to 
keep it organized by categories.

Transition to the iPad
This can take time!

Teachers and therapists wanted to make sure 
that Hannah understood the photos and their 
meaning.

Hannah had to be able to point to individual 
photos.

Hannah had to be able to swipe between screens.

Hannah needed to understand the “home” 
button.



Why is the iPad motivating?
Lots of sensory input:

Visual 

Audio 

Tactile (Touch) 

Movement

Allows independence 

Offers inclusion in everyday situations

Where do I go to learn about apps?

Facebook Pages

Twitter

Pinterest

Websites

Blogs

News Stories

Books

Teachers/Therapist/Parents

What do I look for when 
researching a specific app?
Check the rating.  What are the reviews?

Is there a website associated with the app?

Can I contact the developer to ask questions?

Is there a “Lite/Free” version to try out first?

What is the cost involved?  Is this comparable to 
other apps with similar features?

Any personal feedback from other parents, 
therapists, teachers on success/failure?

List of  Resources

You will be able to find a complete list of resources, (Facebook Pages/
Groups, Websites, Books, Etc.) on one of my websites:  
www.chatabouttablets.net

Click on BLOG

Click on RESOURCES FOR THE APPLE iPAD. 

All resources will have links to take you to the various pages.



Facebook Pages/Groups
What are the benefits to 

“Liking”  or “Joining”These?

Facebook has become a popular resource for INSTANT information.

Many Facebook groups/pages are updated several times a day.  

Instant messages, public or private, can be left for others.

Input from parents, teachers, app developers, therapists etc.    

Access to new products, apps, etc that you might not normally hear 
about.                                                                                        

Lets Check One Out:
Smart Apps for Kids:                                                

https://www.facebook.com/smartappsforkids

Facebook Page that offers kids app 
reviews, giveaways, and freebies for 
iPad, iPhone, and iPod.      

Very active Facebook Page

Lots of “Likes” so there is lots of 
participation.                                   

Group on Facebook

iTeach Special Education-iDevices in Special 
Education  https://www.facebook.com/groups/iTeachSpecialEducation/                              

“This group is a very active support network for those using iOS devices and 
apps in special education. We welcome any special education/general education/
inclusion teachers, program specialists, administrators, service providers (SLP/
OT/PT), AT consultants/specialists, ABA therapists, parents, students, as well as 
app developers.                                                                                                                                                     
(As quoted on their Facebook Page, under the About tab)

Pinterest

Helpful tool for quick ideas

Various Resources for Apps, 
Cases, Tools, and other 
Accessories.

Check Out:                      
http://www.pinterest.com/lasenders/



Websites
What do I look for?

Are they user friendly?

Do they offer online newsletters or blogs?  Some you can sign up and they 
will deliver them to your email.

Do they have links to Facebook, Pinterest, or Twitter? Most websites will 
have links to their other Social Media Sites.

Most websites offer more “detailed” information.

We like websites that have reviews of apps by other parents, therapists, 
teachers, etc.

One of  our favorite websites is:
www.bridgingapps.org

Very user friendly

App search with current 
reviews, price, description 
etc.

Online communities for 
parents, teachers, 
therapists, etc.

LETS CHECK IT OUT!
HTTP://BRIDGINGAPPS.ORG

OUR TOP 3 APPS FOR 
HANNAH RIGHT NOW 

ARE:



Proloquo 2 Go
Hannah’s Communication App

$219.99-iTunes Store

The number one question we are asked is:
  

What app do we use for communication?

Proloquo 2 Go was the best 
choice for Hannah’s needs.

There are lots of apps 
available for communication. 
This is best decided by 
research and discussion with 
your child’s teacher, 
therapist, etc.

Lets Check some of  it out...

This is Hannah’s Home 
Page.

From here she can access 
lots of things.

Icons with the tab mean 
there is a folder connected 
to it.

Lets check out “About Me”

About Me...

This page allows Hannah to 
show her independence 
when asked questions from 
her peers.

Hannah can tell a little bit 
about herself just like you 
and I do everyday to people 
we meet.



Places to go!!

Hannah does have her 
favorite places to visit.

As with any child she will 
request where she wants 
to go.

Lets check out what 
happens at McDonalds.

Hannah Ordering At McDonalds
Proloquo 2 Go

Hannah had total independence 
when ordering!

Hannah was able to choose 
what she wanted!

Hannah has a voice!

As you saw:

Therapeutic 
Horsemanship

Hannah’s verbal commands.

Various tabs to request 
toys, sitting positions, and 
commands for the horse.

Independence for Hannah!

Lets see the video!



Hannah at Therapeutic Horsemanship
Proloquo 2 Go

Speech Therapy

Proloquo 2 Go is her voice to 
communicate.

Proloquo 2 Go also motivates 
Hannah to attempt speech.

Seeing photos allows Hannah to 
visually & audibly process words 
to help facilitate communication.

Lets check it out!

Hannah During Speech Therapy
Proloquo 2 Go

From A Teachers Perspective:

Pledge of  Allegiance-“  VERY COOL 
that Hannah participated. Now that we 
have that, Hannah does the Pledge with 
us each morning using her iPad. The 
students love it!”                                                               
Mrs Banze-Hannah’s 4th Grade Teacher

What is Friday Morning?  Lets check it 
out on the next slide.



From A Teacher’s Perspective
Continued....

The students were SO excited to have Hannah’s turn to share. 
In fact, they called it Hannah morning. 

Hannah and her para shared a few photos of Hannah 
roller-skating (doing the limbo) and swimming.  Some of the 
students, knowing Hannah gets around the building just fine 
on her own with her para, were happy to learn that she 
can skate AND swim on her own! We talked about proper 
supervision needed for all children and pointed out the 
helmet while skating. I initially found this odd that they were 
surprised as most of these kiddos have known Hannah for 
years, but with her sharing her thoughts and photos, they 
are seeing Hannah in a new light and much more capable 
than they may have been thinking before. My heart was 
overflowing!                                                            

Mrs Banze-Hannah’s 4th Grade Teacher                  

Total Success and Independence

Proloquo 2 Go has given Hannah a voice!

Proloquo 2 Go has given Hannah independence!

Proloquo 2 Go has given Hannah choices!

Proloquo 2 Go has freed Hannah from frustration!

Proloquo 2 Go has allowed us and her peers to see and 
hear what Hannah knows and what she can do!

Proloquo 2 Go has given Hannah SUCCESS!!

Choiceworks
Hannah’s Picture Schedule 

 $6.99 iTunes Store

Why Choiceworks?
Choiceworks offers 3 boards:  schedule, waiting, and 
feeling.

Choiceworks offers 180 of it own images OR you can 
add your own images.

Choiceworks offers audio with its images OR you can 
record your own voice.

Choiceworks offers an unlimited amount of boards 
for a variety of schedules or for multiple children.

Check them out in the iTunes store (app can be used 
on iPhone and iPad.  



Our main use for Choiceworks is:
Picture Schedule

Lack of understanding verbal commands of what is happening can lead to 
screaming, flop-n-drop, hitting, kicking, etc.

Lack of communication can lead to frustration and behaviors as well.  The 
individual can’t express fears, anxiety, uncertainty, etc.

Understanding routines visually and audibly leads to smooth transition and 
minimal behaviors.

Allowing the individual to be a part of transitioning from one activity to the next 
means the individual can state when they are “ready” or “all done”

Choiceworks has helped Hannah have success!

Sunday School

Hannah didn’t want to sit for 
20-30 minutes.

Why? Didn’t know/understand 
what was expected.

A simple picture schedule 
STOPPED the behaviors.

Hannah now sits for 20-30 
minutes

How does Choiceworks help?

The individual can see what 
is required of them.

They can control and slide 
their completed task to the 
“All Done” side.

They can see what else has to 
be done to earn a “reward”

Or you can add a timer:

The timer feature can be 
added in certain situations.

Every schedule can be 
uniquely created to every 
individual.



The final step in Choiceworks 
scheduler:

Every step is “checked off” 
to confirm completion.

Now the “reward” is shown.  
1 or 2 options can be chosen 
from.

Lets check out Hannah in 
Sunday School.

Hannah at Sunday School
Choiceworks Picture Schedule

One more example:

Pictures schedules can ease fear 
and anxiety.

This schedule stopped Hannah’s 
fears in 1 visit.                                    
No more crying or screaming.

Lets check it out:

Hannah at Therapeutic Horsemanship
Choiceworks Schedule



Choiceworks Calendar
$4.99-Introductory Price

Choiceworks Calendar

Visual Calendar-Create with your own audio/
visual OR use 1 of the 275 app images/audio

Create Multiple Calendars

Visual Timer

Notifications and Alarms with Visual and Audio 
Alerts 

Automatically Adds Holidays

Much More!!

Monthly

Weekly

Daily

iWriteWords 
Handwriting App

$2.99 iTunes Store

Why we like the 
iWrite Words App:

Work on numbers, upper & lowercase letters, and 
words.

Colorful images 

Handwriting skills turn into a fun game

Tracing along the line shows correct form.  Going out 
of line makes a noise and you start over.

Lets see some images.



Handwriting with 
iWrite Words

Hannah can see and hear when 
she makes a mistake.

Motivation leads to success!

The individual can practice with 
either a finger or a tablet stylus.

Lets check out Hannah using it.

Hannah using iWriteWords
Practicing Handwriting skills

Fun app for letters or 
coloring

Motivating for working on 
handwriting with or 
without tracing

Success & Independence!!

Paint Sparkles App
FREE-iTunes Store

Cause/Effect Apps
Twinkle’s Little Stars & Twinkle Bells:  Giggle-Lab

Twinkle’s Little 
Star’s

$2.99 iTunes Store

Twinkle Bells
FREE-iTunes Store

*Great for beginners 
*Tap anywhere on the screen to hear a tune
*Practice communication by singing
*Learn independent play
*Lets check them out!



Cause/Effect App
Photo Buttons App-Software Smoothie

$1.99 iTunes Store

Customize with personal 
photographs & sound

Word-object association

Visual discrimination practice

Lets check them out!

HOW DOES HANNAH 
CARRY HER IPAD?

Hannah uses her CHAT Bag

Adjustable Straps

Fun Stylish Fabric

Screen Exposed for Easy Access

Affordable

Hand-Made with Tender Loving 
Care

How do I get a CHAT Bag?
Come visit us at our 
table!

Order online: 
www.chatbag.net

Contact us via email: 
chatbag@hotmail.com

Check us out on 
Facebook: CHAT Bag

Follow us on Twitter:    
@chat_bag



Books

Great references for:
-special needs use/apps
-setting up your iPad
-AAC on your iPad
-Troubleshooting
-Much Much More

READY FOR A SURPRISE?

http://ipads4specialneedsbook.com

Want to read or check out the book?
Visit the website below and you can! 

 For FREE

QUESTION/ANSWER TIME

GIVEAWAY

THANK YOU FOR COMING!



Don’t forget to check us out!
www.chatbag.net


